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When Presentation Acad-
emy launched its capital
campaign, Tower Vision, in
2008, Jostta Davis, 4 mem-

ber of the schaol’s alumnas

board, began to consider the
characteristics uniqus to fa—
male donors.

“1 kept thinking there's a
Ph.D. in there on the psy-
chology of women's giving,”
enid Davis in a recent inter-
VIew,

Davis, a member of Pre-

sentation’s clasa of 1973, said

that as women have gained
greater earning power they
have also gained a greater
philanthropic opportundity.

Schools auch a3 Presentation

Seniors at Presentation raised funds,
awarded grants to school communiry

that serve women and rely
upon alumnae te support its
efforts, she noted, are in a
unigque situation when it
comes to giving.

Ahout a year after the §5
million campaign began,
Davis attended a workshop
that addressed women and
giving. What she learned af-
firmed what her intuition

suspectad.

" Traditional fundraising
tends to target the competi-
tive nature of the individual
by singling oat those who
give the most and giving

Congineeed from Poage One

67 seniors, they could poten-
tially raise $803. In addition, a
group of alumnae pledged to
match the contribution of each
student who participated, lift-
ing their fundraising goal to
$1,206.

As an added bonus, if all 87
aeniors fully participated in the
fund-raiser, alumnae would
give an additional 50 t
per student ($4.50), The total

tial pgoal came to
1,607.50.
“A giving circle allows vou to
| minimal resources,” said
avis, “It allows individuals to
pool their dollars for their dena-
tiona to have a greater impact,”

Davis said students weren't
required to take part, but all 67
signed up.

By the end of the school year,
“they had 100 percent partici-

pation,” said Davis. “In
flmd.rEuamE. 100 percent partie-
ipation 15 almost unheard of "

Davis said she met with the
gtudents each month, some-
times a couple of times a maenth,
to chat with them at lunch and
collect their contributions,

“They helped each other out,”
she said, “Everyvone had to be
involved in it, But some people
didnt have 1. So, zome girls
would bring in an extra dollar
and say, TLet this be for some-
one whe is strupgling.' ™

In February, when it seemed
clear that the students would
reach their goal, Davis said she
and the students created a
21,500 grant to be awarded to a
praject or school department
that would benefit the school
community,

The achool staff was invited
to submit propesals for the
prants, And they did so with en-
thusiaam. said Navia. The atu-

awards to these who con-
tribute a great deal, Dawis
noted. That's all fine, as far
as Davis is concerned, but it's
incomplete as it regards fe-
male donors,

Waomen, she helisves, are
maore apt to give when asked
b do so as part of a group.

“It's not that women aren’t
compekitive, bul we are also
eollaborative,” she explained,
“When we climb a mountain,
we want to help everyone get
to the top, tos, While we
might hke recognition, we
‘profer connections”™ with

dents received nine proposals.
Requests ranged from funding
for a theater workshop to new
library books to new sight-read-
ing books for the chorus,

After the proposals were sub-
mitted April 17, seniors took a
week to deliberate.

“The professionalism with
which they (the faculty and
stafl) prepared the grants indi=
cated they were treating the
students as an adult dgnrmg
body,” said Davis. “And they
(the students) pored over the
proposals very, very carefully.
That says o lot about them, and
it says a lot about the faculty
and staff who aubmitted” grant
proposals,

Gwen Gottlieb, a 2009 gradu-
ate of Presentation and a mem-

ber of the giving circle, said.

Dawviz “got us all pumped up.”

“Bhe was the spirit behind
the whole thing,” said Gottlieb,
noting that Davis gave the stu-
dents a sense that what they
were doing was important.

“It wasn't a lot of money we
gave up, bk wham put il to=
gether we got to two .
ecta,” ehe said. "It really ﬂhnlfl.rr-:ﬁd
us a lot about" philanthropy
and the potential of eollabora-
Lo,

Members of the giving circle
funded two proposals with the
money they raised. First, they
gave 54560 to a proup of students
and alumnese who left for Kenya
June 13, The money will cover
the cost of moterials the group
needs to build a playground at
an orphanage in Rongo, Kenya.

And the giving circle funded
the purchase of a new potter's
whesl for Presentation's art de-
partment,

The cost of the two proposals
was a bit over budget, so the
giving circle came up with an

ary Houssholder, a Presen-

other people, .

O course,” she noted,
“thaz schionl began with the
collaborative elforts of &
group of women, the Sisters
of Charity of Nazareth.”

o the question Davis and
other fundraisers have aslked
is this: How do we form
yvoung women &s philanthro-
pists? Ome idea zhe learned
ig called a giving cirele,
which [avia established last
fall with Presentation’s sen-
ior clags, the graduates of
2009,

She challenged the seniors
to give 31 a month for nine
meonths (rooughly the dura-
tion of the achool year). With
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tation secial studies teacher, co-
ordinated the trip to Kenya
through HeartsdKenya, and he
wrote the propoaal for the play-
ground funds,

When the giving circle an-
nounced it would finance the
playground, “it brought tears to
my eyes,” said Householder, “T
felt my students had looked at
the world, stepped up, taken
money from their pockets and
made & difference, I'm very
proud of them,

“There are some I:'.id.'a- who
have nothing, and now they're
going to have a playground,” he
noted, “This orphanage i3 out in
the middle of nowhere. They
feel left behind by the world.

“If I had to ask members of
this class (of 2008), "What is
your goal in life? I would proba
bly get a consensus: ‘1 want to
make a difference in  the
world,” " Householder said. “I
t-hmk th? will feel they've

erence, I is o way of
giiring,halpmg and encouraging
the Kenyans to realize there are
peaple out there who care,” -

Davis said she hopes to con-
tinue the giving circle with fu-
ture classes and noted the
process had asveral pogitive
side effects on the class of 2009,

“It increased their knowledge
of the organization,” Davis
noted, The students “learned
about the power of pooling re-
sources for a common cause,
about Presentation’s needs and
about the philanthropic role of
WO,

“It was a pleasnre to work
with them,” she added. “I was
blown away by their fidelity to
the prq]'ant.'- |

‘Giving circle’ teaches students about stewardship
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Gwen Corelick, a 2009

graduate of Presentation
Academy, . packed play-
ground eguipment ™ be
given oo children in Kenya.



